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MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Knoche

A late report this afternoon from
SOC, confirms the fact that 9060 came to grie
because of a short circuit in the first stage auto-
pilot. The auto-pilot attempted to pull the nose
down and the BTL guidance system tried to pull it
up. Result: vehicle tumbling. also
says there is no change in 9061 Taunch date from
27 Nov. He has added that 9062 is now programming
for 14 Dec with the third J mission, Mission 1005,
working against a 10-12 December launch date.

If 1005 is successful 9062 will be moved back.

s/
James A. Cunningham, jr.
12 November 1963
(DATE)

FORM NO. 'y | “REPLACES FORM 10107
1 AUG 54 WHICH MAY BE USED. (47)

NRO review(s) completed.

Approved For Release 2004/05/12 : CIA-RDP63-00313A000500140130-8

25X1

25X1



Approved-For Release Z%E@?{Eq : CIA-RDP63-868313A000500140130-8

Capy_'z_ c!L
12 Nov 1963

HEMOGRAMDUL FOR: Assiatart to the Director
ATTENTION: #iy. Eaoche

EUBIECT: Status of Zatellite Zaconnaissancs Schedule
ia the Light of Liisaicn 706C Fallure

i. As we are all pulafully sware Mission 9080, 3 CORONA/J
MUBAL shot, was ussuccessfully launched froo. Vandenberg AFE
on } Movember. Fresent indications are that the failure was sustained
spproximately 122 seconds after launch prioz to the conpletion of
firing tizne on the firat stage of the nvission, and, of course, before
the sseond stage had & chancs to ignite. This fallure produced a
twinbling mode which presented propar sttitude for Injectien and the
vehicle in.pacted in the water some 300 wiles to range.

2. In response to your guestion as to how soun & substitute
syster could be lavached ! have the following information froo. the
Satellite Operaticas Center ¢urrent ag of ;160 hours this date:

8. tissien 906C was iteelf an R-7 standby for Mission
1605, 8 CORONAZY lsunch, originally seheduled for launeh
on |3 Hoveanibey, Mission (05 was canceled because of fil
transporting probles.s withis the camers systern:.,

b, bissien “C60 was originslly prograrimed as an 2.7
standby for the vionth of Decomber. Followiag the canceliation
of L.isston 1005 and Misslon 6004 (LANYARD) 50861 was hastily
moved forward fron. roughly ruid- Decembar to lganch on
27 NHoven:ber which was the earliest date it could ba reprogranirued.

t‘w, dLi T IRy
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€. Mtemupts are now being mads to accelerate the launch
of Migwion 061 but even if successful it ie not likely that the
date can be stepped up rcora than a day or s0. In addition,
the DD/ NRC states that tiine is needed to assess the mission
for the fallure in Mission 5062 since It was apparently & rather
basic aue in the hitherto reliakle first stage mechanis:,

d. idlssion %062, a CORONA/M shet, is presently carried
on the schedule for launth oo 12 Decercber.

% Iast nleslon prier to 15 Cctobar was Miasion X003,
s CORONA/JJY, on 23 Septeruber, only the first hall of which was
racoversd. I belleve the present difficelty fe sttribatable to tha fack
that the schedule furnished the Directer cove:d ng fhe launches of 5060
and $06]1 showsd the Jatter vehicle as “backup for Mission %060 . This
sagy well have led hic: to the assumption that the 27 Neoves:bar launch
date was wholly teutstive and that in event of & failure on 7060 that
063 could e launched within the 2.7 standby suvelope. Unfortunstely
this wasa nst the case. Additional reporting oa iiesion 204C sheuld
be coming in today and torcorrow and we will keep you advised, In
the eantisme, ws have registered in the strongest tones with DD/NRO
the Director's gensral sense of dissatisfaction with the histas in
the sesrch sad surveillasce husiness. '

JAMES A, CUNNINGHAL, JE.
Acting Assistant Dirsstor
{Epseial Activities)

ce: DDIEET
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